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The  House  having  under  consideration,  a*  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  under  the  rule  limiting 
speeches  to  fire  minutes  each,  the  Deficiency  Appropriation  bill,  the  Eon.  Feexajtdo  Wood, 
of  New  York,  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  the  following  item : 

"For  support  of  Froedmen's  Hospital  end  Asylum  at  Washington,  District  of  Columbia,  $5,000." 
Mr.  Wood  and  Mr.  McNEBLT,  of  Illinois  addressed  the  House  in  support  of  the  amendment 
charging  the  officer*  of  the  Freedmen's  Bureau  with  violation  of  law,  and  plundering  the  public 
treasury. 
Mr.  HOAR  said: 

Mr.  Sptaker  :  The  two  speeches  which  have  just  been  addressed  to  this 
House  are  but  additional  illustratioas  of  the  hatred,  the  malignant  hatred,  which 
the  Democratic  party  has  so  long  shown  toward  all  that  are  desolate,  toward  all 
that  are  poor,  toward  all  that  are  oppressed,  toward  all  that  are  downtrodden  in  this 
land,  toward  all  that  were  for  so  many  years  enslaved. 

There  is  in  this  city  aJhospital  in  which  are  collected  a  large  number  of  aged, 
insane,  blind,  idiotic,  and  otherwise  feeble  negroes,  who  have  served  their  masters 
during  the  best  years  of  their  health  and  strength,  and  who,  being  set  free  by  the 
operation  of  your  laws  and  of  your  Constitution,  were  thrown  friendless  and  help- 
less upon  the  Government  for  support.  In  the  year  1866  you  established  a  bureau 
upon  which  you  imposed  this  duty: — "  the  supervision  and  care  of  said  bureau 
shall  extend  to  all  loyal  refugees  and  freedmen  so  far  as  the  same  shall  be  necessary 
to  enable  them  as  speedily  a3  possible  to  become  self-supporting  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  aid  them  in  making  the  freedom  conferred  by  proclamation 
of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  by  emancipation  under  the  laws  of  the  States,  and  bj 
constitutional  amendment  available  to  them  and  beneficial  to  the  Republic." 

Repeatedly,  and  from  year  to  year,  until  the  present  time,  you  have  recognized 
and  confirmed  the  acts  of  the  Commissioner  of  that  bureau  by  specific  appropria- 
tions, in  which  you  have  enumerated  each  one  of  the  objects  he  has  taken  under 
his  care  as  objects  proper  and  lawful  to  be  supported  by  this  Government.  And 
now  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  "Wood]  who  in  the  beginning  of  the 
rebellion,  as  Mayor  of  the  city  of  New  York,  sent  to  its  common  council  the  mes- 
sage of  which  we  have  all  heard,  stands  up  here  in  his  place  and  moves  that  thi* 
House  strike  out  the  little  appropriation  of  $o,000  for  the  care  of  these  feeble,  insane, 
aged,  and  blind  negroes.  Sir,  this  is  the  proposition  now  before  the  House. 
It  is  nothing  more  nor  leas  than  a  proposition  to  turn  these  poor  people  out  into  tlie 


streets  to  Btjirve  and  perish,  the  unfortunate  victims  of  Democratic  rule  and  of  Dem- 
ocratic policy  in  this  country  in  times  past 

[n  regard  to  the  charge  which  has  been  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Illinois, 
[Mr.  McXeeLY]  I  stand  lure  to  say — and  in  support  of  the  assertion  I  desire 
to  invoke  any  title  to  confidence  that  I  have  in  the  mind  of  any  man  here  or 
.  iiout  the  country— I  stand  here  to  assert  that  after  an  examination  unexam- 
1  '.  .1  for  patience,  for  fairness,  after  giving  the  man  who  made  those  charges  against 
the  Commissioner  of  the  Freedmen's  Bureau  sixty  days  in  which  to  make  good 
those  charge-',  while  the  Commissioner  took  but  three  days  for  his  defence,  not  one 
scintilla  of  evidence  was  product  d  before  the  committee  in  support  of  a  single  one 
the  only  persons  whom  that  investigation  condemns  are  the 
man  who  made  the  i  and   the  judges   who  put  their   names  to  the   minority 

n  J « ■ rt . 

Mr.  0  >X,  of  New  York,  r«  piled  to  -Mr.  Ilo.ut,  bitterly  attacking  Massachusetts, 
Mr.  Dawes  rising,  Mr.  <"\  said.  "If  Massachusetts  is  to  be  defended  by 
anybody,  he  (Mr.  Dawes)  ought  to  be  that  man;  but  Troy  was  defended  by  her 
hero,  and  yet  Troy  has  fallen.  Massachusetts  is  oozing  out  in  many  ways  and  the 
gentleman  seems  to  know  it." 

Mr.  HOAR  replied  as  follows  : 

Mr.  HOAR.  I  have  frequently  noticed  that  when  a  man  has  dune  or  In  about 
to  do  something  sneaky  he  accompanies  it  with  cursing  Massachusetts.  The  Dem- 
ocratic partv,  when  they  were  whipping  women  and  selling  little  children,  the  fruit 
of  their  own  loins,  into  slavery  in  the  southern  States,  always  undertook  to  cover 
themselves  from  public  attention  by  cursing  Massachusetts,  When  the  Democratic 
friends  of  the  gentleman  from  STew  York  rose  against  this  Government  and  under- 
took to  establish  one  of  their  own  on  the  corner-stone  of  slavery,  all  their  papers 
and  all  their  leaders  cursed  Massachusetts.  When  they  were  resisting  the  enfran- 
chisement, against  which,  so  far  as  I  know,  every  Democrat  in  this  country  voted, 
of  these  four  million  slaves,  they  continued  in  one  chorus  to  curse  Massachusetts. 
And  now,  as  they  ride  masked  and  disguised  by  night  through  the  South  to  the 
hut  of  the  poor  negro  and  take  him  from  his  bed  to  be  whipped  and  murdered 
because  he  is  loyal,  and  because  he  i3  black,  their  friends  on  this  floor  seek  to  cover 
up  and  to  divert  attention  from  those  outrages  by  cursing  Massachusetts. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Cox]  has  said  that  like  Troy  of  old,  Mas- 
sachusetts is  not  defended  on  this  floor  to-day  by  her  ablest  Representative.  Let 
me  say  to  that  gentleman  that  Troy  did  not  need  to  put  forward  Hector  to  defend 
her  against  an  attack  which  was  led  by  Thersites.* 

The  Republican  party  in  this  country  have  undertaken  a  task  new  to  the 
statesmanship  of  the  world,  the  task  of  setting  free  and  putting  on  their 
feet  four  millions  and  a  half  of  slaves,  the  task  of  converting  four  millions  and  a 
half  of  chattels  into  men,  into  Christian?,  into  citizens,  into  sovereigns  ;  and  they  are 
not  to  be  met  by  this  narrow,  pettifogging,  country  attorney  style  of  carping  at  the 
legality  of  their  acts.  The  Commissioner  of  the  Freedmen's  Bureau  was  instructed 
b  v  Congress  to  provide  for  those  men  what  would  enable  them  as  speedily  as  practical 


*  SfoiK    The  foiling  la  Homer's  description  of  Thersites,  one  of  the  Greeks  who  took  part  In 
the  siege  of  Tror,  as  translated  by  Chapman : 

Thersites  only  would  sp^alt  all ;  a  most  disordered  store 
Of  words  he  foolishly  poured  out ;  of  which  his  mind  held  more 
Than  it  could  manage  ;  anything;  with  which  it  could  procure 
Laughter  he  never  could  contain,  ho  should  have  yet  been  sure 
To  toach  no  king ;  t'oppose  their  ststee  become*  not  Jester's  parts. 
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blc  to  become  self-supporting  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  by  repeated  art*  of 
Congress  instructed  him  to  use  all  instrumentalities  needful  for  that  end  •  and 
especially  to  devote  to  schools  and  asylums  the  balances  which  should  bo  left 
unexpended  from  other  specific  appropriations.  To  this  end  it  invested  him  with 
large  discretion,  and  placed  in  him  the  largest  confidence,  which  he  has  so  fullv 
justified.  In  the  discharge  of  his  great  and  difficult  office  he  has  planted  new  and 
undying  laurels  on  his  own  brow  and  on  that  of  the  American  people. 
[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  McXEELY  again  spoke  charging  that  General  Howard  had  paid  £5,000  a  year  from  th« 
public  moneys  as  rent,  for  an  asylum,  of  a  building  which  lie  had  originally  erected  for  Howard 
University  with  public  moneys. 

Mr.  HOAR.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  desire  to  answersome  statements  of  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois,  [Mr.  McXeely.]  General  Howard  established  the  Howard  Uni- 
versity with  a  portion  of  the  funds  derived  from  the  sale  of  abandoned  lands  and 
appropriations  by  the  Government.  Of  the  legality  of  that  act  I  have  not  too 
slightest  doubt.  It  was  confirmed  on  consultation  by  the  accounting  officers  of  tho 
Treasury,  and  it  was  confirmed  over  and  over  again  by  subsequent  appropriations 
of  Congress  recognizing  it.  That  university  being  so  established,  owns  its  property 
like  any  other  institution,  and  it  cannot  be  diverted.  "When  he  had  occasion  t« 
hire  room  for  this  asylum  and  for  headquarters  for  the  bureau  he  hired  it  of  that 
university  and  paid  rent  for  it,  and  by  so  doing  he  got  quarters  some  four  thousand 
dollars  cheaper  than  he  could  anywhere  else.  He  saved  that  amount  for  the  Gov- 
ernment.   That  is  the  whole  story. 

Mr.  McXEELY.  I  desire  to  ask  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  a  question. 
Are  we  not  paying  $5,000  a  year  rent  for  that  hospital  to  the  Howard  University, 
which  was  built  with  our  own  money  ? 

Mr.  HOAR.  The  gentleman's  question  is  a  mere  quibble,  and  is  fully  answered 
by  the  statement  I  have  made. 

Mr.  WOOD  having  moved  to  strike  out  the  appropriation  of  $-!7,000  for  unfulfilled  contracts  for 
the  erection  and  repair  of  school  buildings  and  asylums,  contended  that  he  had  established  his 
charges  against  General  Howard  and  the  Freedinen'i  Bureau. 

Mr.  TOWXSEND  replied  as  follows  : 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Wood]  has  stated 
on  his  honor  as  a  member  of  this  House  that  he  ha?  proved  fourteen  of  the  fifteen 
charges  which  he  made  against  General  Howard  to  be  true.  That  was  the  gentle- 
man's statement,  if  I  understood  him  correctly. 

Mr.  WOOD.     I  said  so. 

Mr.  TOWXSEXD.  Well,  I  say  upon  my  honor  as  a  member  of  this  House 
that  eight  members  of  the  committee  to  whom  the  investigation  was  intrusted, 
poven  members  of  that  committee  besides  myself — that  eight  out  of  the  ten  m 
f-omposing  the  committee,  after  having  investigated  the  charges  which  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  chose  to  make  against  General  Howard,  found  that  the 
whole  of  them,  from  beginning  to  end,  were  without  foundation. 

In  regard  to  these  charges  against  General  Howard  I  will  say  that  I  was  in  no 
way  astonished  when,  a  few  months  ago,  the  gentleman  from  New  York  stood  up 
in  his  place,  and,  taking  an  unfair  advantage  of  the  right  to  make  a  personal  ex- 
planation, introduced  a  bill  of  indictment  of  fifteen  counts,  against  General  How- 
ard. 1  was  not  surprised  at  it,  for  I  remembered  well  that  in  1SG1,  before  the  war 
actually  began,  before  a  shot  had  been  fired  in  anger  at  the  flag  above  your  head, 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  then  mayor  of  that  city,  gravely  proposed  to  sever 
the  Union  bv  takin"  that  creat  commercial  citv  out  of  it. 


Mr.  WOOD.     It  13  fake,  and  the  gentleman  knows  it  is  fake. 
[Cries  of  "Order!"] 

Mr.  TOWN5END.     I  will  road  the  precise  words,  if  I  am  allowed  time  and 
opportunity. 
Several  Members,    do  on;  read  them. 

Mr.  TCWNSEND.  I  tind  in  the  first  volume  of  Mcpherson's  History,  page 
:t-work  on  the  rebellion,  these  words  as  having  been  written  by  the  gen- 
.  Sew  York  [Mr.  Wood]  to  the  common  council  of  thai  city: 

"It  would  seem  that  a  dissolution  of  the  Union  is  inevitable."    *       *       *       *    "  With  our  ag- 

.    rethernof  the  slave  States  we  havo  fri  adl;  r  ion  sympathy."    *     *    * 

"•  Much,  no  doubt,  can  be  said  in  favor  of  the  ju  iration."    *       *       •       * 

When  disunion  has  become  a  fixed  and  certain  fact,  why  may  n  it  New  York  disrupt  the  bauds 

which  bind  h:r  to  a  renal  and  corrupt  master— !o  a  people  and  a  party  that  hive  plundered  her 

t  to  rain  her  commerce,  taken  away  the  powei  tnd  destroyed 

the  Confederacy  of  which  she  was  the  proud  empire  city?    Ainid  the  gloom  which  the  p  resect 

:.nd  prospective  condition  of  things  most  cast  over  the  country,    New  York,  as  a  tree  city,  map 

.    I  the  <'iily  lijjlit  and  hope  of  a  future  reconstruction  of  our  once  blessed  Confederacy.'' 

These  were  the  dis  !■  >yal  and  disunion  sentiments  at  that  time  of  the  Mayor  of  Nf  w 
York,  Fernando  Wood. 

Mr.  WOOD.     Mr.  Speaker 

Mr.  TOWNSEND.  A  moment  more,  and  I  am  willing  that  the  gentleman  shall 
have  a  full  opportunity  to  r<  ply.  In  the  same  month,  in  1861,  when  Robert  Toombs 
telegraph  !  I  i  his  honor,  Mayer  Wood,  of  New  York,  to  know  why  it  was  that 
arms  had  been  taken  possession  of  by  the  authorities  of  New  York  that  v  n 
intended  to  go  down  South  to  be  put  in  the  hands  of  southern  Democrat"?  I 
rupt  the  Union,  the  mayor  of  New  York,  Fernando  Wood,  made  the  following 
reply,  which  was  published  in  the  New  York  Times  of  January  26,  and  is  to  ho 
found  in  the  first  volume  of  the  Rebellion  Record,  Documents,  page  26: 

In  reply  to  your  dispatch  I  regret  to  say  that  the  anus  intended  far  and  consigned  to  the  Sta!  if 
Georgia  have  been  seized  by  the  police  of  this  State,  but  that  the  city  of  Ni  w  V  '.-.  b  >uld  in  uo 
ray  be  made  responsible  for  the  outrage.  As  mayor  I  have  no  authority  over  the  police.  If  i 
aad  the  power  I  should  summarily  punish  the  authors  of  this  illegal  and  unjustifiable  seizureof 
private  property. 

FERNANDO  WOOD,  M 
Hon.  Robert  Toomds,  Millcdjeville,  Georgia. 

I  was  therefore  in  no  way  surprised  that  he  should  have  brought  these  articles 
of  impeachment  against  General  Howard,  for  his  record  and  his  political  history 
make  hirn  the  antipode  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Frccdmcn'a  Bureau,  and  o'" 
anything  that  belongs  to  our  common  humanity.  [Laughter.)  I  have  given  you. 
Mr.  Speaker,  a  bale  specimen  of  the  loyalty  of  the  gentlemen  from  New  York 
let  me  now  give  you  the  sentiments  of  the  man  of  whom  he  this  day  in  this  H 
stands  forth  the  accuser.  A  few,  short  weeks  after  this  telegraphic  corre?poi 
took  place,  General  Oliver  O.  Howard  passed  through  that  same  city  of  New  Yrork. 
and  then  and  there  he  was  the  recipient  of  a  flag  for  his  regiment.  What  di  !  h? 
say  on  that  occasion? 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  TOWNS!  ND.     Allow  me  one  moment  more.     [Cries  of  "Go  on!"] 

The  SPEAKER.  Is  there  objection  to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  pro- 
ceeding?    [Loud  cries  of  "No!"  No!';] 

Mr.  Wood.  I  do  not  object  to  the  remarks  of  the  member  from  Pennsylvania, 
provided  the  House  will  extend  to  me  the  same  courtesy.  [Loud  cries  of 
"Agreed!"  and  "That's  right!  "] 


Mr.  TOWNSEND.  A  few  weeks  thereafter,  on  his  way  to  the  front,  with  tho 
spirit  of  loyalty  burning  in  his  bosom,  General  Howard  stopped  in  the  city  of  New 
York  that  was  ruh  1  ovi  r  by  this  loyal  mayor,  and  on  that  occasion  ho  madf  this 
,,  |  ;;,  |     ...  ..  !  Iri       p:.    ■  rating  him  with  a  flap  for  hi.-  regiment  : 

;  i  I  3  •   but   I  was  educated  by  my  country.    I  know  no  section;  I   know 

...    .. .,  ■■.-  and  I  never  did.    I  know  only  ray  country  to  love  it  aDd  my  God  that  is  overmy  coun- 
ty.   \\"e  go  forth  to  battle,  and  we  go  in  defmeo  of  righteousness  and  liberty,  civil  and  rel 
Wo  go  strong  in  muscle,  strong  in  soul,  because  wo  are  right.    1  have  endavoredto  live  in  all 
enceb  fore  God,  and  I  go  forth  to  battle  without  flinching,  because  the  samo  God  that 
,.   to  direct   niehasehown  in<>  that  our  cau-^  is  righteous;  audi  could  not  be 
h  iter  \ !..    d  than  I  am  now  .  for  He  1ms  given  me  the  warm  hearts  of  as  noble  a  regiment  as  the 
uin  1  -•.:  i  -  ha;  produi  ed." 

And  he  did  go  forth  to  battle  ;  and  but  a    little  time  thereafter  ho    gave  up   his 
good  right  arm  to  the  cause  of  his  country,  and  was  fighting  the  battles  of  the  na- 
tion while  the  gentleman  from  New  York  was   sympathizing   with  the  Democratic 
•   in  convention  assembled,  that   was  hanging  out    the  dirty  white   flag  of  sur- 
:  .  in  the  city  of  Chicago,     i  Laughter.]     This,  Mr.  Speak  r,  was  the  difference 
ihi  -        utleiiv  n.     1  feel  that  it  is  exactly  according  to  the  "  eternal  fit- 
i  f  things"  that  the  one  should  bo  the  accuser  of  the  other. 

•.  ■, rl  i  ■■-.  Mr.  Speaker,  much  has  been  said  with  regard  to  General  Howard  and 
the  Freedmen's  Bureau.  1  ask  a  few  moments  only  to  say  a  word  in  his  vindica- 
tion in  regard  to  that.  The  Freedmen's  Bureau  was  the  outgrowth  of  the  war;  it 
was  the  outgrowth  of  the  Democratic  rebellion.  Even- leader  in  that  rebellion, 
fVom  Jeff  Davis  down  to  the  lowest  officer  in  the  army,  was  a  Democrat,  I  say, 
therefore,  that  i:  was  a  Democratic  rebellion  ;  and  after  it  was  crushed  out  by  the 
rroed  right  arm-  of  northern  patriots  there  arose  a  situation  of  affairs  in  the  South 
that  called  upon  Congress  to  take  charge  of  the  loyal  southern  people.  The  Freed- 
men's Bureau  was  created  for  that  purjKjse  and  Abraham  Lincoln  looked  around 
for  a  man  who  was  qualified  by  his  firmness,  decision  of  character  and  humanita- 
rian  principles  to  take  charge  of  this  institution.  His  eye  fell  upon  General  How- 
ard, who  had  lost  his  arm,  and  who  had  been  thanked  by  Congress,  and  was  known 
to  the  nation  as  a  gallant  soldier  and  a  Christian  gentleman.  Mr.  Lincoln  died 
hr  the  hands  of  an  assassin  before  he  had  made  the  nomination,  but  Andrew 
Johnson  came  into  power  and  made  the  nomination,  and  General  Howard  was 
appointed  Commissioner  of  the  Freedmen's  Bureau. 

1  would  hare  liked  to  have  time  to  go  into  the  details  of  this  matter,  but  I  can 
only  say  briefly  that  a  committee  often  of  this  House  examined  into  all  the 
charges  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  from  beginning  to  end.  We  gave  him 
the  whole  power  of  the  Government  with  its  Argus  eyes  and  its  Eriarean  arms, 
to  seek  for  and  to  bring  from  all  parts  of  the  country  all  the  witnesses  that  he 
called  for  to  support  Ins  charges.  They  appeared  here  in  our  committee-room, 
and  for  sixty  days,  more  or  less,  they  were  examined  by  him  and  his  attorney, 
tie  <  kneral  Howard  only  occupied  three  days,  and  eight  out  of  ten  of  the  com- 
mittce  came  to  the  conclusion  that  no  one  of  the  charges  was  sustained.     Not  one. 

And  more  than  that,  I  want  to  say  that  every  dollar  General  Howard  has  ex- 
,' ■  r  di  1  has  been  spent  in  the  cause  of  patriotism,  humanity,  and  philanthropy, 
and  has  b  en  aeo  mted  for  to  the  officers  of  the  Treasury,  and  ratified  by  those 
accounting  of  J  a  rs. 

He  came  out  of  the  fiery  furnance  of  political  persecution  without  the  smell  of 
sm  ike  upon  his  garments  and  with  a  spotless  and  unsullied  fame. 

1  know  the  feeling  of  the  Democratic  party  against  this  bureau.  1  know  they 
hate  it  because  it  has  been  the  friend  of  the  negro,  and  that  the  negro  recognizes 
the  obligation.     1  know  they  have  endeavored  to  cast  a  slur  upou  the  fair  fame  of 


(general  Howard.  Lot  me  tell  the  Democratic  party  that  in  that  puny  political 
effort  they  have  signally  failed,  and  that  the  name  of  Howard,  which  in  the  Old 
World  is  the  synonym  of  patriotism  and  philanthropy,  has  lost  nono  of  its  luster 
in  the  New;  and  I  repeat  it,  that  the  name  of  Oliver  O.  IT  ird,  Commissioner 
of  the  Freedmen's  Bureau,  whom  they  have  p  •  ut<  I  so  loi  r„  will  be  remem- 
bered, as  long  as  written  bistory  endures,  as  the  friend  of  liberty  md  the  oppn  -  d 
in  every  clime,  and  long  after  the  names  of  bis  accuser  and  persecutors  are  for- 
gotten ;  or  if  their  names  shall  he  remembered  at  all,  they  will  only  be  rcm<  m 
hered  in  a  connection  not  unlike  that  of  the  ambitiou  youth  who  i  l<  av  >red  to 
obtain  immortality  by  applying  the  incendiory  ton  h  to  the  Ephc  hn  Ionic. 
[  Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

At  the  close  of  the  above  remark*,  Mr.  Wood  replied,  after  whi(  li  Mr.  Towsr- 
sf.sd  endeavored  to  have  read  at  t!"1  Clerk's  desk,  the  joint  r  solution  of  the  Sen- 
ate and  Souse  of  Beprea  ntatives,  of  January  •J"1,  1864,  alluded  to  in  his  speech, 
thanking  General  Howard  and  others  for  their  gallantry,  which  wa^  a.-i  follows  : 

•'  Resolved,  &c,  That  the  gratitude  of  the  American  people,  and  the  thanks  of 
their  representatives  in  Congress,  are  due  and  arc  hereby  tendered  to  Major  Gen- 
eral Joseph  Hooker,  and  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  for  their 
*kill,  energy,  and  endurance  which  first  covered  Washington  and  Baltimore,  from 
the  meditated  blow  of  the  advancing  rebels,  led  by  General  Robert  E.  Lee;  and  to 
Major  General  George  E.  Meade,  Major  General  Oliver  O.  Howard,  and  the  ofu- 
eers  and  soldiers  of  that  army  for  the  skill  and  heroic  valor,  which  at  Gettysburg, 
repulsed,  defeated,  and  drove  back,  broken  and  dispirited  beyond  the  Rappahanock 
the  veteran  army  of  the  rebellion,  "  but  the  political  friends  of  Mr.  Wood  objected 
to  its  reading. 

Mr.  TOWXSEXD  then  asked  to  have  permission   to  print  with  his  remarks,   'a 
resolution  with  regard  to  Hon.  Fernando  Wood,  in  order  to  show  the  sense  of  his 
loyalty  that  was  entertained  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  when,  on  January 
15,  1863,  the  House  passed  a  resolution  of  censure  upon  him. 
The  resolution  i.->  as  follows : 

"Resolved,  That  Ferx.vndo  Wood,  a  member  of  this  House,  from  the  Stato 
of  New  York,  having  this  day  used  in  debate  upon  the  floor  of  the  House,  the  fol- 
lowing words:  "A  monstrosity,  a  measure  the  most  infamous  of  the  many  infamous 
acts  of  this  Congress,-'  deserves,  therefore,  the  censure  of  this  House,  and  the 
Speaker  is  herewith  directed  forthwith  to  pronounce  that  censure  at  the  bar  of  the 
House,  but  the  political  friends  of  Mr.  Wood  objected  to  it  being  printed. 

Mr.  PETERS  addressed  die  House  as  follows: 

Mr.  SPEAK  Ell.  I  will  not  detain  the  House  but  a  moment  or  two.  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  do  not  feel  like  letting  ision  pass  without  saying  a  word  or  two  in  respect 

to  this  matter  of  General  Howard.  The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Wood] 
places  on  record  his  opinion,  and  I  wish  to  place  on  record  my  opinion.  I  have, 
nad  all  the  evidence;  I  have  read  every  word  of  the  two  reports;  and  I  say  to 
this  House  and  to  the  country,  as  I  stand  here,  believing  myself  to  be  a  man  of 
r-ome  judgment  and  some  integrity,  that  there  is  not  a  single  jot  or  tittle  of  dishon- 
esty or  even  improvidence  or  indiscretion  shown  in  the  whole  range  of  this  testi- 
mony or  argument  against  the  fair  name  of  that  brave  general. 

1  have  got  Democratic  lawyers  to  look  over  the  testimony,  and  have  tli  tr  opiniom 
in  several  instances,  that  the  charges  against  General  Howard  utterly  failed. 

Mr.  McNEELY.     Will  the  gentleman  tell  me  who  those  lawyers  were? 

Mr.  PETERS.  They  were  not  anybody  on  this  Moor  They  were  better  law- 
yen  than  the  crentlcmans  friends  here. 


The  question  naturally  rise?,  how  is  It  that  in  this  matter  then*  should  be  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  such  a  difference  of  opinion  ?  Why  are  Borne  gen- 
tlemen so  sure  that  there  has  been  a  wrong,  and  others  so  sure  that  there  is  not  u 
preten  e  of  such  a  thing?  There  should  be  something  to  account  for  such  dif- 
ferences of  opinion.  I  wish  to  declare,  fur  it  should  go  upon  the  record,  that 
the  whole  controversy  hinges  upon  a  questi'm  of  law. 

A  large  amount  of  money  was  put  at  the  disposal  of  General  Howard,  and  he 
has  used  it  in  a  certain  way,  and  the  majority  of  the  committee  say  that  wliat  he 
did  was  legal  and  right.  The  country  too  believes  it  to  be  right,  and  has  already 
so  rendered  its  verdict.  It  has  not  found  it  necessary  to  wait  for  what  may  be  said 
or  done  here.  The  testimony  and  the  reports  have  gone  through  the  press  over 
the  country  with  lightning  speed,  and  the  verdict  of  the  American  people  has  been 
that  there  is  no  proof  of  wrong  or  indiscretion,  or  even  inefficient  conduct  on 
die  part  of  General  Howard. 

The  question  before  the  committee  was  whether  it  was  legal  to  use  this  money 
in  this  direction  and  in  that  direction;  and  Messrs.  Arxei.e,  Beatty,  Hoar, 
Town^end,  Hamilton*,  Berdett,  Tyxer,  and  Perce  say  "ay."  and  my  friend 
from  Illinois  and  my  friend  from  Arkansas,  Mr.  McXeely  and  Mr.  RoDGEBS,  say 
"  no."  And  in  affirmance  of  what  the  majority  of  the  committee  say,  we  have 
over  and  over  again  made  appropriations  in  the  line  in  which  General  Howard 
was  using  this  money.  Therefore  the  question  has  been  decided  in  his  favor  by 
the  indorsement  of  the  House  of  Representatives  and  of  Congress  time  and  time 
again,  and  the  Departments  in  paying  out  the  moneys  have  declared  it  legal  and 
right. 

General  Howard  has  done  just  what  the  laws  have  authorized  him  to  do,  and 
has  done  it  wisely  and  well. 

Mr.  SPEAKER,  die  trouble  with  our  opponents  upon  thi-1  floor  upon  this  affair. 
is  that  they  adhere  to  the  same  narrow  constructions,  that  they  did  during  the 
war ;  such  as  that  we  had  no  right  to  oppose  out-going  States  or  send  national  forces 
to  restrain  them  ;  that  we  had  no  right  to  arm  the  slaves,  and  had  no  right  to 
emancipate  them  ;  that  we  had  the  right  to  oppose  rebellion,  but  had  not  the  right 
to  use  the  means  which  would  put  down  rebellion: 

Just  glance  at  the  charge  against  General  Howard,  which  carries  a  personal 
accusation — that  he  receives  three  salaries,  one  as  an  army  officer,  one  as  the  Com- 
missioner of  Freed  man's  affairs,  and  one  also  as  president  of  the  college.  It 
might  perhaps  have  been  said  that  he  could  have  received  more  than  a  single  sal- 
ary, but  the  investigation  shows  as  clear  as  the  blaze  of  day,  that  he  never  had 
and  never  would  consent  to  have  any  compensation  for  all  his  services,  but  his  ^al- 
ary as  an  officer  of  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

When  the  charges  were  made  here  upon  this  floor  against  General  Howard,  it 
may  be  recollected  that  I  rather  defiantly  courted  an  investigation.  That  investi- 
gntion  has  been  had.  And,  Mr.  Speaker,  you  know  very  well  that  the  people  of 
Maine,  where  General  Howard  was  born  and  raised,  had  no  fear  of  the  investiga- 
tion. There  wa=  not  a  man,  woman,  or  child  in  that  State  who  believed  that  \vt 
was  capable  of  doing  anything  wrong,  just  as  we  know  that  the  leopard  cannot 
change  his  spots,  or  the  Ethoipian  his  skin.  We  all  know,  and  we  always  knew,  and 
the  country  knows  that  the  hero  of  the  empty  sleeve  is  an  honest  man.  We  know 
that  by  his  inherent  nature  he  is  an  honest  man.  And  I  can  say  of  him,  aa  I  said 
of  another  individual  the  other  day,  that,  if  there  is  to  be  any  confidence  in  human 
nature,  O.  O.  Howard  is  a  man  who  would  be  burned  at  the  stake  before  he  would 
knowingly  do  a  wrong.  It  has  been  well  said  of  him  that  the  only  right  he  ever 
gave  up  was  when  he  gave  away  his  right  arm  on  the  fie'e1  of  battle,  fighting 
for  hi?  conntrv. 
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Seb  :  It  is  a  matter  of  congratulation  that  General  Howard  has  had  to  pass  through 
gnch  an  ordeal.  The  people  of  his  State  will  be  Btill  more  proud  of  bis  fame  and 
record,  and  his  country  will  cherish  with  still  stronger  attachment  the  services 
of  the  Christian  hero,  who  did  so  much  to  make  our  late  war  famous  by  his  voice 
and  pen,  and  glorious  by  hi*  sword. 

Mr.  WOOD  having  asserted  that  since  18G1,  tn«  Fre--dni"u'i  Bureau  has  dbboned  .—:.-  '.vr^nty 
uiilliona  of  dollars  without  accounting  fur  one  half  of  that  (inn — 

Mr.  SHANKS  responded  as  follows: 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  I  was  surprised  when  I  heard  the  proposition  to  strike  out 
this  appropriation  of  $3,000.  It"  I  had  beard  a  proposition  to  raise  it  to  3100 
I  should  have  felt  that  it  only  implied  in  this  House  a  proper  recognition  ot 
the  importance  of  the  object  in  question.  The  gentleman  from  New  York  t'. 
that  this  bureau  has  ecst  us  320,COJ,000.  Sir,  for  what  was  this  bureau  established  ? 
It  was  to  take  care  of  five  million  people  who  had  been  robbed  from  their  cradles 
to  the  hour  when  the  American  people  set  them  free.  Those  five  million  poo;.o 
were  turned  out  into  the  world  homeless,  with  nothing  to  live  upon  but  that  which 
they  could  gather  from  charity  or  what  they  could  earn  by  such  labor  as  they  could 
perform  with  their  hands  tied  by  the  ignorance  that  had  been  imposed  upon  ihcia 
and  their  ancestors  for  more  than  two  centuries  and  a  half. 

But,  sir,  taking  the  statement  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  a°  true,  though  I 
believe  the  amount  to  be  too  large,  what  does  it  show?  That  these  people  bare 
been  taken  from  slavery  into  freedom,  have  been  put  upon  their  feet  ar:d  are 
to-day,  living,  acting  citizens  of  the  Republic ;  and  this  has  been  accomplished 
at  a  cost  of  four  dollars  for  each  individual.  According  to  the  gentleman's 
own  showing  it  has  cost  but  four  dollars  each  to  protect  these  people  from 
the  time  they  were  freed  to  this  hour;  and  now,  alter  these  people  have  bean 
robbed  ail  their  lives,  objection  is  made  here  to  paying  the  paltry  pittance  of  $»),OC0 
to  take  care  of  their  deaf  and  dumb  and  blind  in  this  district.  This  is  a  ^•pe<:III^eul 
of  the  patriotism  which  we  find  exhibited  in  an  American  Congress  in  a  time  Hfce 
this.  I  have  no  disposition  to  retloct  upon  the  integrity  or  the  patriotism  of  mem- 
bers; but  I  call  the  attention  of  the  country  to  the  fact  that  but  $5,000  is  asked  to 
take  care  of  the  remnants  of  five  million  slaves  whom  the  gentlemen  on  the  o'-lnr 
aide  sought  to  keep  in  slavery,  and  who  were  ouly  rescued  by  the  strong  arm  of  the 
people. 

March  2,  1871,  Mr.  Toivaserxl  moved  to  suspend  the  lules  and  pa^j  the  I  ring  rfTk. ;•  ;^aa d 
the  Committee  of  Education  and  Labor,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  the  policy  pursued  by  the  United  States  towards  four  rr.d  a-haif 
millions  of  its  people  suddenly  enfranchised  by  the  events  of  a  great  civil  war,  In 
seeking  to  provide  for  their  education,  to  render  them  independent  and  self-support- 
ing, and  in  extending  to  them  civil  and  political  equality,  is  a  source  of  just, 
national  pride ;  and  that  the  House  hereby  acquits  Major  General  Oliver  O.  Howard 
of  the  groundless  and  causeless  charges  lately  preferred  against  him.  and  does  hereby 
declare  and  record  its  judgment,  that  in  successfully  organizing  and  administering 
with  fidelity,  integrity  and  ability  the  Freedmen's  Bureau,  which  has  contributed 
so  much  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  fir^t  two  of  these  great  ends,  he  is  de=ervlt:  3 
of  the  gratitude  of  the  American  people. 

wliereupon  the  resolution,  was  pa-:swi  by  a  vote  of  VA  ayes,  to  32  nayu 


